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Preliminary Orders
Courts sometimes enter temporary orders that remain in effect only until the parties have an

opportunity to present more detailed evidence and arguments at a hearing.

Ex Parte Orders ,
A judge will enter an ex parte order (an order entered without first hearing from all parties)

- when the judge believes serious harm will occur if the judge waits before issuing the order.

Ex parte orders are usually intended to keep a situation stable until the judge can hear from
both parties. A party who disagrees with an ex parte order may file a written objection to the
order or file a motion askmg the court to change or cancel the order; but the ex parte order
will remain in effect until it is changed by the court.

When an ex parte order involves an issue of custody, parenting time, or support, a party may
file a written objection within 14 days of the order being issued. If a party files an objection,
the FOC will try to help the parties settle the dispute without going to court. If the parties
cannot agree, the FOC will provide forms and instructions for unrepresented parties to

schedule a court hearing.
See http://courts.mi.gov/Administration/SCAQ/For ms/comtfoxms/domcstlcn elatlons/,qenelal

foc/foc61.pdf and
http://courts.mi.gov/Administration/SCAO/F orms/Pages/Domestlc-Relatnons.aspx.

Temporary and Final Orders
After a court decides a motion challenging an ex parte order, the court will enter a temporary

order the parties must follow until a final judgment (01 a modified temporary order) is
entered.

Only a court can change an order (including custody, parenting time, and support
judgments); the FOC cannot. Normally, a court will change an order if both parties agree to
the change. Otherwise, a court will change an order only after a party (or the FOC) files a
motion and the court holds a hearing on the motion.

Even if the parties agree to change a court order, the court and the FOC cannot follow the
new agreement until the judge signs a new order that approves the agreement.

' .
Sometimes, the law requires the FOC to ask the court to change an order. See Parenting Time
Enforcement and Modification of a Child Support Order later in this handbook.

Referee Decisions .
" A referee is not a judge, but performs some tasks on behalf of the judge who presides over the

case. The chief circuit court judge may appoint a referee to hear testimony and arguments on any
issue in a domestic relations case except spousal support (alimony). Only a judge may hear
testimony and arguments on spousal support

A referee only recommends a resolution to the judge.


http://courts.mi
http://courts.mi.gov/Administration/SCA0/Forms/courtforms/domesticrelations/general






https://Travel.State.Gov/childabduction



http://courts.mi.gov
http://courts.mi.gov/Administration/SCAO



http://courts.mi.gov/Administration/SCAO/Forms/courtforms/domesticrelations/support/foc50.p



http://courts.mi.gov/Administration/SCAO/Resources

Court orders require the parents to reimburse each other for part of their children’s uninsured
health expenses. If a parent fails to pay his or her share, the FOC will help collect it if the
following four conditions are satisfied:

(1) The amount exceeds the annual ordinary amount in the order, or the requesting parent is
the support payer.

(2) One parent requests payment from the other parent within 28 days after receiving an
insurer’s determination that an expense is not covered.

(3) The other parent does not pay within 28 days of the request for payment.

(4) The FOC'’s assistance is requested within one year after incurrmg the expense, or within
six months after the insurer has denied coverage, or within six months after the other
parent fails to pay as required.

If a parent submits a request to the FOC that meets those four requirements, the FOC will notify
the other parent of the amount due. If the parent does not object within 21 days, the unpaid
amount becomes a support arrearage subject to any of the enforcement processes summarized
earlier. If the parent objects, the FOC must schedule a hearing to decide how to pay the amount
that the health insurer did not pay.

If the court does not order health insurance, coverage might be available through MI-Child or

Medicaid programs. Find more information about Medicaid programs online at:
http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,4612,7-132-2943 4860---,00.htm]. :

Intergovernmental Cases :
An intergovernmental case is where the child and a parent live in different states, countries, or

Tribal nations.

The obligation to pay child support does not end when a party no longer lives in Michigan. Both
parents must notify the FOC whenever they relocate. The support payer must continue to pay
support and the FOC must continue to enforce the court order.

If a support payer no longer resides in Michigan and stops paying as ordered, other states (and
some foreign countries) may enforce the Michigan courts’ support orders. Every state passed the
Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA) that allows a court in another state to withhold
the payer’s income, enforce the order, set or modify a support order, or help find the payer’s
assets. Several other countries have agreed to work together in child support matters.

Under UIFSA, the state that issues the original order is the only state that can change the order as
long as one of the parties or a child still lives there. If no party or child still lives in the state that
issued the order, the person who wants it changed must ask the state where the other parent lives

to change it.

For more information, see The Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA) (PSA 29) located

at: http://courts.mi. gov/Admmlstratlon/SCAO/Resomces/Documents/Pubhcatlons/pamphlets/

focb/PSA29-Text.pdf.



http://courts.mi.gov/Administration/SCAO/Resources/Documents/Publications/pamphlets
http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,4612,7-132-2943



http://courts.mi.gov/self-help/directories/pages/trial-court-directory.aspx
http://www.michigan.gov/childsupport






https://Www.agcmi.com



http://michiganlegalhelp.org
https://www.misdu.com
https://www.michigan.gov/michildsupport

