March 11, 2025, Reqular Board Meeting U-284

Tuesday, March 11, 2025, at 4:00 p.m., Vice Chairperson Jacob Conery called the meeting to order. The
meeting was held in the Board of Commissioners Room. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Roll call
was taken with the following members present; Vice Chairperson Jacob Conery, Commissioner Ean
Bruette, Pete Judd, Patti Peretto, absent Mark Stauber.

Also present: Administrator Lynette Lorenz, Sheriff Ryan Boehmke, Undersheriff Bob Reid, Court
Administrator Summer Olson, Treasurer Melanie Camps, Deputy Treasurer Jennifer Curtis, Friend of the
Court Shawn Houle, Building Inspector Jim Marcell, Civil Counsel Steve Tinti, and Clerk/Register Amy
Donati.

Approval of the Minutes: Moved by Bruette, supported by Peretto, to approve the minutes of the
Special meeting of February 4, 2025; Regular meeting of February 11, 2025.

Voice vote, all in favor, motion carried.

Approval of the Agenda: Moved by Peretto, supported by Bruette, to approve the agenda with the
addition of: F. Construction Code Office request to increase Accounting Clerk position two hours
G. Letters of Support for Grant Funding to Local Municipalities
H. Personal Property Reimbursement to disburse funds base on the 2024 millage rate

Voice vote, all in favor, motion carried.

Public Comments Regarding Agenda Items Only (3 minutes max.)

Richard Sloat voiced his concerns on the possible harvesting of timer at the Cooks Run location. Mr.
Sloat also asked the County Commissioners to inform the public about what their intentions are with the
Cooks Run property.

Monthly Financials:
Moved by Bruette, supported by Peretto, to approve the monthly payables for February in the
amount of $597,415.09 and payroll for February in the amount of $284,500.72.
Roll call vote: Ayes: Peretto, Bruette, Judd, Conery
Nays: None
Absent: Stauber

Motion carried.

Moved by Bruette, supported by Peretto, to approve journal entries 22801 through 22981 for
February in the amount of $6,214,551.47, submitted by Treasurer Melanie Camps, 4 of which are
administratively approved budget amendments in the amount of $13,244.00.
Roll call vote: Ayes: Peretto, Judd, Bruette, Conery
Nays: None
Absent: Stauber
Motion carried.

Commissioner Reports:

Bruette: Commissioner Bruette reported that the Iron River City Hall has been sold, and that the County
Veteran’s Services office will need to be moved, and they are currently exploring options. Commissioner
Bruette also reported that the County should look into different options for the Credit Card fees the
County is currently paying when individuals pay online for reservations at Pentoga Park. Commissioner
Bruette reported that the average cost the County pays in Credit Card fees is about $20,000.00 annually.

Conery: None Currently
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Judd: Commissioner Judd reported that he was able scheduled times to meet with all County Department
Heads to officially meet them.

Peretto: Commissioner Pretto reported that the Iron County Medical Care Facility is in the process of
hiring a new Medical Director. Commissioner Pretto also reported that the duties are currently being
handled by a full time Physician Assistant.

Stauber: Absent

Moved by Peretto, supported by Judd, to approve Commissioner Reports.
Voice vote, all in favor, motion carried.

Department Reports:

Friend of the Court: Friend of the Court Shawn Houle reported that the Friend of the Court office has
collected a little over $71,000.00 in child support in the month of February, of that a little over $17,000.00
was in back child support.

MSU Extension: Anne Kretschmann reported on the activities that the 4H members have been
participating in and reported the 4H Club has 44 members. Anne also reported that 15 4H members
participated in Cooking from Scratch and that they really enjoyed that.

Sheriff Department: Sheriff Boehmke reported that the Iron County Sheriff’s Department had two
corrections officers who recently graduate from the Academy in Marquette. Sheriff Boehmke also
reported that the Sheriff’s Department is currently housing 13 inmates from the Marquette County Jail at a
rate of $35.00 per day per inmate. Lastly, Sheriff Boehmke reported that because of Undersheriff Reid’s
diligence they are expecting MERMA to finally release the grand funds that were expected to aid in the
purchase of the full body scanner installed at the Sheriff’s Department. Sheriff Boehmke reported that the
grant reimbursement was in the amount of $47,500.00.

Treasurer: Treasurer Melanie Camps reported that 238 partials are in forfeiture. And once she knows the
final number of partials in foreclosure, she will update the board.

Clerk / Register: Clerk Amy Donati reported that an August and November Election will more than likely
take place this year.

Moved by Bruette, supported by Judd, to approve Department Reports.

Voice vote, all in favor, motion carried.
Old Business:
County Commissioner District 2; welcome Pete Judd: Vice Chair Conery welcomed new
Commissioner Pete Judd to the board of County Commissioners. Vice Chair Conery made

comment on the number of qualified applicants that were interview and that the Board of
Commissioners look forward to working with Mr. Judd. No action was taken.

Brock VanOss Forestry Update: Moved by Peretto, supported by Bruette to allow Brock VanOss to
revise the current Timber Sale Plan to include County owned parcels that were not included in the
pervious Timber Sale Plan.
Roll call vote: Ayes: Judd, Peretto, Bruette, Conery

Nays: None

Absent: Stauber

Motion carried.
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Courthouse ATM: Court Administrator Summer Olson reported that information on how to
acquire an ATM in the Courthouse was still being collected. Vice Chair Conery tabled discussion
until the next County Board meeting. No action was taken.

Tablet Replacement Quote: Discussion was had that an iPad is not compatible with Courthouse
security. Replacement of current tablets will not go forward. No action was taken.

2025 Committee Assignments: Moved by Peretto, supported by Bruette to approve the list of 2025
Committee Assignments.

Voice vote, all in favor, motion carried

New Business:

DICSA presentation, Executive Director Kristin Sommerfield: Executive Director Kristin Sommerfield
gave a brief overview of services that are provided by DICSA. Ms. Sommerfield reported that
DISCA has a total of 14 programs that specifically service low income and seniors. Ms.
Sommerfield shared some numbers from Fiscal Year 2024: DICSA delivered 111,635 senior meals;
14,448 food boxes; 2,714 diaper cases and 37,319 hours volunteered. She also wanted to thank the
County Commissioners for their continued support for DICSA.

Letter of Support for Bates Township Sunset Lake Boat Launch: Moved by Bruette, supported by
Judd to allow Board Chair Mark Stauber to sign the Letter of Support.

Voice vote, all in favor, motion carried.

Budget Amendment to increase Remonumentation Grant to 2025 amount, increase by $16,195.00: Moved
by Bruette, supported by Peretto, to approve a budget amendment to increase line 101-245-575.000
by $16,195.00 for a total amount of $85,790.00.
Roll call vote: Ayes: Judd, Peretto, Bruette, Conery

Nays: None

Absent: Stauber

Motion carried.

Appointment to fill partial term vacancy on Housing Commission Board: Moved by Peretto, Supported
by Judd to table upon review of Civil Counsel.

Voice vote, all in favor, motion carried.

SOPP Earned Sick Time: Moved by Bruette, supported by Judd, to approve the Standard Operating
Policy & Procedure for the Earned Sick Time Act (ESTA)

Voice vote, all in favor, motion carried.

Construction Code Office; Request to increase Accounting Clerk position hours: Moved by Peretto,
supported by Bruette, to approve increased hours for the Accounting Clerk position in the
Construction Code office by two hours. Increased hours are from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. CT to
accommodate the workload for the construction season and would be in effect from 01 April to 31
October. Budget Amendment to cover the increased hours: (increase) 549-000-697-000 $8,800.00;
(increase) 549-000-704.001 $7,000.00; (increase) 549-000-709.000 $600.00; (increase) 549-000-
716.000 $500.00; (increase) 549-000-712.000 $700.00.
Roll call vote: Ayes: Bruette, Peretto, Judd, Conery

Nays: None

Absent: Stauber

Motion carried.
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Letters of Support for Grant Funding to Local Municipalities: Moved by Peretto, supported by Bruette
to approve Letters of Support for Grant Funding to the following Local Municipalities; Iron River
City Watermain Replacement Project; Iron River City Plow Truck Acquisition; City of Caspian
Front End Loader and Backhoe Acquisition; Iron River Township Mini Excavator and Trailer
Acquisition; City of Crystal Falls Plow Truck Acquisition.

Voice vote, all in favor, motion carried.

Personal Property Reimbursement Disbursement of Funds: Moved by Bruette, supported by Judd, to
approve the following budget amendments to distribute money to the Veteran’s millage: (increase)
294-000-441.000 $671.00; (increase) 294-000-834.000 $671.00. In addition to approve budget
amendments: (increase) 294-000-407.000 $100.00; (increase) 294-000-834.000 $100.00 to distribute
monies the County received from the assessor’s affidavit increasing the taxable value of property
for 2024 and prior.
Roll call vote: Ayes: Judd, Bruette, Peretto, Conery

Nays: None

Absent: Stauber

Motion carried.

Public Comment:

Richard Sloat would like the County Commissioners to review the letters he mailed to them about the
Cooks Run Property. Mr. Sloat also wanted to make sure the County Board gives all citizens that would
like to speak in public comment about the Cooks Run Property the same amount of appropriate time.

Announcements:

The next regular scheduled meeting of the County Board is Tuesday, April 15, 2025.

Elevator Replacement in the main Courthouse will begin on March 17, 2025 for approximately sixteen
weeks.

Motion to Adjourn: Moved by Bruette, supported by Judd, to adjourn the meeting. All in favor. The
meeting was adjourned at 4:50 p.m.

Vice Chairperson, Jacob Conery Clerk/Register, Amy Donati
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